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	The number of Latin immigrants (especially from Mexico and Central America) into the US has witnessed a rapid growth with their population estimating at 20.4 million in the year 2010 (Brick, Challinor, & Rosenblum 6). Prior to World War 2, they represented only a quarter of total immigrants into the US but by 1990 they constituted half of the total immigrants. After 1970, the number of these immigrants virtually doubled during the next two decades. The influx was facilitated by the US- Mexican Bracero Program that allowed bilateral movement of Mexican workers into the US on temporary visas (7). However, most of these immigrants circumvented the legal and sparked negative image with some Americans feeling that they should be denied access to social services since they do not pay taxes (Volk et al. 6).
The economic uncertainty in Mexico necessitated illegal border crossings, most notable is the oil shocks in the 1970s (8). In addition, she experienced inflation and had accumulated huge amounts of national debt. The major economic restructuring the US also fueled the demand for cheap labor which could only be provided by the lowly- skilled Latin Americans. The US changed her immigration policies during this period and led to unauthorized border crossing in search agricultural job opportunities (8). Most these immigrants who migrated to the US to realize the ‘American Dream’ experience contradictory law enforcement practices (Volk 7). They are not have the same opportunities as other Americans, these include: employment, social benefits, and financial aid.
	Additionally, the immigration was precipitated by the civil wars and natural calamities, with most of these Latin Americans seeking refuge and asylum in the US. In the 960, Cubans dominated the proportion of the immigrants when Fidel Castro assumed power (Tienda & Sanchez 119). The American government granted these immigrants with visa waivers to the Cuban professionals, entrepreneurs, and landowners into the US. The US sympathized with them since their exile did not align to the UN policies on refugees and were privileged with high paying jobs (120).
	There has also been an upsurge in the number of unaccompanied children at the Mexico- US border; these minors are mostly from Nicaragua, El Salvador, Mexico, Costa Rica and Guatemala (Donato & Sisk, 1). These minors are allowed to enter into the US without legal authorization and their migration is closely related to the prior migration of their parents. Empirical evidence shows that their parents are likely to have prior US experience. They come to the US border seeking to be reunited with their families and end up being given permanent legal status.
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